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Stop refuelling at 
Shannon warpoct 


The aircraft pictured (HC-130P reg#64- 
14852)was not only "spotted" but had anti 
war slogans painted on it by a protester at 
Shannon Airport. 


Despite the supposed neutrality of Southern Ire- 
land the Irish government has been involving us 
more and more in the imperialist adventures of 
the US military. Shannon airport has become a 
key refuel ling facility for US war planes en route 
between the US and the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

US war planes have also been allowed to use Shannon as a 
training base. During the 1991 Gulf War there were lots of 
B52 bombers seen at Shannon, en routeto raining down death 
on I raq from 30,000 feet. 

We don't know exactly what is being ferried through Shan- 
non as Customs do no inspect military planes. It may well be 
that the prisoners taken during the Afghan war and held in 
appalling conditions at Gutanomo bay were ferried through 
I reland. We don't know what sorts of weapons are being car- 
ried on these planes, although a common visitor is theC-130 
H ercules which is used to drop the 15,000 'daisy cutter' bomb. 

We do know that the I rish government is lying about the use 
of Shannon. At the ti me of the Afghan war they cl ai med that 
the US troops flying through Shannon were returning home 
from bases in Germany. Yet protesters at Shannon witnessed 
hundreds of marines in Desert camouflage gear. We now that 


at one poi nt I ast year a "cargo aircraft landed at Shannon after 
a report of "smoke in the cabin" When 15 emergency vehicles 
arrived they weremet by armed US Military personnel" Wedon't 
know what that plane was carrying or why armed US military 
personnel were required to keep emergency crews away. 

The little we do know is due to the diligent work of a small 
number of anti-war activists, in particular Tim Hourigan. So 
we know that planes using Shannon have included C-130 
Hercules, F-16s, Galaxy C-5 transporters and the like. We do 
know that the state secu ri ty servi ces are doi ng al I i n thei r power 
to prevent such monitoring, observers have been repeatedly or- 
dered to I eave the ai rport. 

Tim reports one such incident from 31 Oct 2002 "two of the war 
monitors at Shannon today came facetofacewith a groupofUS 
military personnel in the arrivals hall at Shannon airport... 
One monitor asked a simple question and both wereordered out 
of the terminal , at the behest of an anonymous special agent. 
Two inspectors, two Garda and several security personnel made 
sure we left the premises. " 

The time has come to move beyond talking about the 
militarisation of southern Ireland and to act against it. Inside 
you will find reports of the actions that have already taken place. 

More information on Shannon inside 

/ 


International 


On the morning of August 31st this year 
Earth First Amsterdam launched their 
“green wash”. Radical environmentalists of 
GroenFront! as a courtesy service, used 
pai nt bombs to 'greenwash' outlets of a dozen 
corporations in Amsterdam. GroenFront! is 
certai n thesetransnational corporati ons wi 1 1 
appreciate the gesture; they surely need 
some help, as their own Voluntary action' 
on behalf of sustai nable development hasn't 
done the j ob very wel I . 

According to GroenFront!: "Companies 
green wash themselves when they make a 
minor effort in thenameof sustainability to 
i mprove the r i mage, not j ust to i mprove sales 
but also to relieve pressure from a critical 
ci vi I soci ety. With a new and i mproved green 
image, obscure corporate influence at, for 
example, the World S ummi ton S ustai nabl e 
Development (J ohannesburg), can be in- 
creased. That way, binding regulations can 
be avoided in favour of 'voluntary action ' or 
profi tabl e market mechani sms such as C 02- 
trading." 

"We are most amused that corporate lobby 
groups such as theBASD [Business Action 
for Sustainable Development] are copying 
from the envi ron mental and anti- 
globalisation movements. We found it quite 
hilarious when we noticed their slogan was 
'people, planet, profit'. Indeed, it's been obvi- 
ous for centuries that both planet and peo- 
ple need to be exploited to make a decent 
profit," said GroenFront! greenwasher 
'Anton', (information from www.ainfos.ca) 


On October 23rd Haggai Matar, an Israeli 
refusnik was sentenced today to 14 days at 
Military Prison No. 4, for refusing to be 


drafted. 

I n his statement Haggi says 
"My refusal to enlist is inevitable The op- 
press/ on known by the peopl es of thi s regi on 
during the Age of the E mpires, the torment 
of the slaves and the Indians in North 
America, theAlgerian War of I ndependence 
and Apartheid in South Africa - all these 
precedents havemademy refusal inevitable. 
My grandfather's actions in the Second 
World War, in his fight against Nazi Fas- 
cism, and his belief in humanism - these too 
lead to my refusal. At home I learnt of op- 
pression and justice. At the face of such evil 
as one may find here and now, there is no 
other way. 

"On this significant day of my life, accom- 
panied by my supportive fami ly and friends, 
I wish to acknowledge my companions, the 
unsung heroes of our struggle: the Palestin- 
ian who endures the occupation without 



@News 

turning to violence against thelsraeli civil- 
ian population, in spite of his lack of hope 
for a decent life; the Palestinian citizen of 
I srael, who keeps stri vi ng for co-exi stence de- 
spite day-to-day humiliations; theyouth who 
avoids serving the occupation, her upbring- 
ing notwithstanding; theinternational peace 
acti vist, who physically defends Palestinians 
in the Occupied Territories; and my friend, 
a girl who was raised in a right-wing fam- 
ily, fell in love with an Arab and was conse 
quently dri ven out of her home. " 

While in prison, when forced to salute State 
and Army - 1 shall, in my mind and heart, 
be saluting all my brave friends, to whom I 
cannot equal, because of my identity; all 
thosewhosesacrificeissomuch greater then 
mine- for peace, against the occupation. " 


That's 


Capitalism 



B razi Man ranchers truly bel i eve i n the "free” 
market - by which they mean that labour 
should not be paid for. So far this year, 1,149 
people have been freed from slavery. Be- 
tween 1995 and 2002, more than 4,500 ru- 
ral workers were freed from slavery. 




THE EU spends the equivalent of US$2.20 
on agricultural subsidies each and everyday 
for each and every cow in Europe. Mean- 
while 1.5 billion peopleexist on US$1.00 or 
less per day. 


The US government has given a privatecom- 
pany the OK to start commercialising the 
moon.TheTransOribal Corporation of Cali- 
fornia is expecting money to start rolling in 
within two years. When were we asked if 
we wanted to gi ve the U S govern ment r i ghts 
to the moon??? 


And you thought house prices had gone 
crazy here... In the English town of Sidford 
a former fish shop has been converted into 
a 'house' that measures 15ftx 10ft. It went 
on the market for €93,800. 1 1 has one room, 
with a tiny kitchenette and shower exten- 
sion. Upstairs is a bedroom just four feet 
high at its tallest point. 

*** 

According to the Mainstream Media Project, 
Bread for the World I nstitute, and the 2001 
United Nations Development Report the 
world's poorest nations, where 800 million 
are hungry and 40 million are infected with 
H I V, cou I d sol ve t hei r basi c probl ems of food, 
clean water and health carewith only 4%of 
the combined wealth of the 225 richest peo- 
ple on the planet. 


Review: 

Berlusconi’s 

Mousetrap 

I n J uly 2001 over a quarter of a mil- 
lion people gathered to protest 
against the G8 in Genoa. The Italian 
state responded to these demonstra- 
tions with violent repression. Eight- 
een thousand cops were drafted i nto 
the city; they beat and gassed thou- 
sands of people off the streets, ar- 
rested hundreds and shot one young 
Italian man in the head. 

Berl usconi 's M ousetrap is a feature length 
documentary based on footage shot by 
Irish Indymedia and some film culled 
from the International Indymedia ar- 
ch i ve. 1 1 i s obvi ous watch i ng t he docu men- 
tary that consi derabl e effort has gone i nto 
theselection and editing of the footage as 
well as the sourcing and translation of 
Italian material for the film. The result 
is an intelligent, complex and accom- 
plished documentary that undoubtedly 
captures the spirit and atmosphere of a 
city where a political carnival degener- 
ated into a police riot. 

The film documents the police brutality 
in gruel ling detail. It is with this extraor- 
dinary footage that Berlusconi's Mouse- 
trap really comes into it's own as a com- 
pel I i ng pi ece of fi I mmaki ng. I n one al most 
nightmarish sequence the film is slowed 
down, showi ng the pol ice repeatedly pum- 
mel and kick people, sweating from exer- 
tion, while the voiceover narrates the tes- 
timony of an I rishman who was attacked 
by the police and then arrested. 

Berlusconi's Mousetrap isn't just a 
straightforward account of what hap- 
pened in Genoa. It poses the question- 
were the events in Genoa part of a trap; a 
series of events engineered to divide and 
demor a I i ze t h e a n t i -ca pi ta I i st movement? 
The film suggests that the political deci- 
sions that shaped the course of events i n 
Genoa are shrouded in mystery and a lot 
of ti me i s devoted to vi gnettes and stor i es 
that val idatethe idea that what happened 
on streets of Genoa was part of a grand 
and secret conspiracy. 

It is not that the Italian state is incapa- 
ble of conspiracy and intrigue. It is sim- 
ply that in this case the ''conspiracy” is 
an open secret. After all, well before 
Genoa anti-capitalist protestors had been 
batoned in Seattle and Prague and shot 
at in Gothenburg and police forces and 
governments had begun, quite publicly, 
cooperating and pooling information in 
order to neutral i ze and contai n the grow- 
ing anti-capitalist movement. 

Berlusconi's Mousetrap pays a great deal 
of attenti on to the rol e that the B I ack B I oc 
played in Genoa. The Black Bloc is de- 
picted as an inexplicably destructive 


Become a supporter 
of this paper 

The Workers Solidarity Movement worked with a number of other organisa- 
tions and individuals as part of Libertarians Against Nice. LAN produced 
50,000 leaflets and around 400 posters but it also tried hard to get the liber- 
tarian arguments against Nice covered in the media. Over the three-week 
campaign twelve press releases were sent out to every national media outlet 
in Ireland and almost every regional one as well. 


horde, a tiny minority who were infil- 
trated, given free rein to go on the ram- 
page and used by the state to break up 
the movement. We certainly have to be 
able to rethink and criticise the strate- 
gies and methods weuse but Berlusconi's 
Mousetrap doesn't really ask why these 
peopl e chose to engage i n the acti ons they 
did or what alternatives we have. Thefi I m 
comes cl ose to representi ng the B I ack B I oc 
i n much the same way as the mai nstream 
media does. This crude and banal stere- 
otype of the "sinister and violent" Black 
Bloc serves only to help criminalise the 
movement as a whole that is often por- 
trayed as a mindless, traveling rent-a- 
mob. 

These criticisms aside Berlusconi's 
Mousetrap is a well made and astute 
documentary that tells an important story 
and proves once again the relevance of the 
Indymedia project and reminds us that 
"our weapons are i magi nation and 
unpredictability- the things they don't 
have". 

Wu Ming 

Producer: Irish Independent Media Centre 
Photography: IMC Ireland and IMC Genoa 
Editors: Eamonn Crudden, J oe Carolan, Leah 
Doherty. Director: Eamonn Crudden 
No Copyright 

Available from Irish Film Centre (Dublin) bookshop 
or contact ecrudden@ hotmail.com 

Note: This is a cut down version of a much longer 
article which can be found in the online version of 
the paper at http://struggle.ws/ws/2002.html 

(Power concedes nothing without 
a demand 

dt never has , and it never wiCC 
Of there is no struggfe , there is no 
progress : 

‘ 'those who profess to favour 
freedom , and yet deprecate 
agitation are men who want 
crops without p (owing the 
ground rfhey want rain 
without thunder and t ightning . 
‘T’hey want the ocean without the 
awfuC roar of its waters . 

Frederick Douglass, former slave and anti- 
racist campaigner 


The Vincent de Paul charity is pay- 
ing for medical care to ensure that 
poor people who are extremely ill do 
not die on waiting lists. In one case 
an elderly woman with gangrene in 
both feet was refused admission to a 
south Dublin hospital as there were 
no avai I abl e publ i c beds. When the I o- 
cal SVP paidfor privatetreatment she 
was admitted immediately. 


Unfortunately the media already had its 
mind made up on N ice. It had its mind made 
up in three ways. One - it was for a yes 
vote, newspapers I ike the Irish Times and 
the I ri sh I ndependent were gi vi ng over twi ce 
as much space to arguments for a Yes vote 
for much of the campaign*. Two - They 
thought the only issues worth discussing 
were enlargement, enlargement, enlarge- 
ment and a spri nkl i ng of neutral i ty and sov- 
ereignty. The issues LAN and others were 
trying to raise like corporate globalisation 
(Article 133), militarisation and fortress Eu- 
rope were either ignored or given minimum 
coverage right at the end of the campaign. 
Three - they decided that the No side was 
best represented by J ustin Barrett. Of 
course the purpose of all this was revealed 
when Barrett was shown to have I i nks with 
neo-fascist groups i n Germany, a shock hor- 
ror story the media has been told for years. 

Of course anarchists can hardly clai m to be 
surprised by media bias. Understanding, 
as we do, that the media is almost exclu- 
sively owned and controlled by either the 
state or the very rich we can hardly expect 
it to give us a fair hearing on any consistent 
basis. Which is why anarchist groups pub- 
lish papers like Workers Solidarity, to try 
and get our side of what is happening in this 
corrupt society out to as many people as pos- 
sible. 

TheWSM is a small organisation which puts 
most of its resources into publishing and 
distributing this paper. Over the last cou- 
ple of years many other activists have been 
hel pi ng us out by taki ng 10, 20 or 50 of each 
issue to distribute locally. This means we 
have been able to print 6,000 of each issue 
of the paper. 

But the Nice referendum campaign shows 
what a drop in the ocean this is when it 
comes to combating a concerted campaign 
by the mainstream media. I n this country, 
as in all others, almost all the major media 
outlets, newspapers, radio and TV are 
owned or controlled by wealthy individuals, 


corporations or the government. To combat 
this anarchists need to look ahead to a time 
when we have national daily circulation of 
our own newspaper as well as radioand even 
TV stations. 

We are a I ong, I ong way from that poi nt. B ut 
given the resources of the anarchist move- 
ment at the moment we could still greatly 
improve our current circulation. With that 
in mind the last WSM national conference 
decided to ask all the other anarchists and 
libertarians in I reland to help us out. 

We are aski ng peopl e to commit to donati ng 
5 or 10 Euro a month towards the cost of 
printing this paper and to take at least 50 
of each issue to distribute. We don't just 
want your money and time though; we also 
want your input to make the paper better 
and to expand the range of stories we can 
cover. So anyone who becomes supporter of 
'Workers Sol i dari ty' wi 1 1 al so be asked to at- 
tend an annual planning meeting and to 
el ect two del egat es on t o ou r ed i t or i a I gr ou p. 

I f you have emai I you can ask to be added to 
theWS production email list where you can 
comment on articles submitted for publica- 
tion and suggest topics for articles. 

Over the next year we hope that at least a 
couple of dozen people will become support- 
ers of this paper. In that case we will be 
able to expand production to 8 issues a year 
each with a print run of 8,000. This will 
sti 1 1 be ti ny i n compari son with the nati onal 
media but will represent a doubling of the 
total number of copies printed and distrib- 
uted each year. I n turn we would hope some 
of the thou sands of people who wi 1 1 get Work- 
ers Solidarity as a result will also choose to 
become supporters and so over theyears we 
can build a circulation of tens or even hun- 
dreds of thousands. H el p us take the fi rst 
step, fill in the form below and become a 
supporter today. 

*http://www.indymedia.ie/cgi-bin/newswire.cgi? id=13173 
Note - if you are outside Ireland please 
download and distribute the PDF version from 
struggle . w s/ w sm/pdf . html 

n 


(Send to WSM , PO Box 1528, 
Dublin 8, 1 reland) 


I I'd like to become a supporter of the Workers Solidarity paper, 

Please send me 50/ copies of the next issue of the paper to distribute. I enclose my 

I first months donation towards costs of 5/10/ Euro. 

iName: 

Address: 

I Phone: 

j^E mail: 


Workers Self-management in Argentina 


Over 20 years of IMF loans, structural adjustment plans and 'free-market 
reforms ", involving the privatisation of practically all public services, has 
left Argentina - once one of the richest country's in the world - with an 
economy in utter ruins. Over half of thecountries population now live below 
the poverty line and unemployment has sky-rocketed leaving over one in 
five people jobless. 


I n December last year, as the govern merit 
responded to the worsening economic cri- 
ses with vicious cuts in public spending 
and the expropriation of a substantial 
part of the capital of hundreds of thou- 
sands small and medium savers, popular 
unrest which had been growing for sev- 
eral years exploded onto the streets of 
Argentina. The president had declared a 
state of emergency when, soon after a 
general strike involving 7 million work- 
ers, hungry people began looting shops 
and supermarkets so they could feed thei r 
families. All constitutional rights were 
suspended and meetings of more than 
three people banned. Argentineans had 
had enough and in Buenos Aires 
alone, over a million people voiced 
their anger and disgust at the dis- 
credited political elite by defying the 
state of emergency and taki ng to the 
streets. 


problems they are facing and to organise 
effective ways of dealing with them. For 
example, in one neighbourhood, the as- 
sembly organised pickets to prevent the 
authorities from closing down a baker who 
could not afford to pay his rent. (3) 

In a move that is a direct challenge to 
capitalist property the assemblies have 
also started tooccupy abandoned commer- 
cial premises, reusing them with a social 
function, such as turni ng them i nto neigh- 
bourhood social centres which provide a 
permanent presence and meeting 
space. (4) 

More general questions on the economic 




Despite the lack of mass unified ac- 
tions since then, the mass move- 
ment is in noway over and a report 
by the I nterior Ministry holds that 
some 13,582 protests, road block- 
ades and similar political actions 
have been staged so far this year (1). As 
well as protesting, however, people have 
- largely through necessity - started to 
take matters i nto thei r own hands and to 
organise together to try make real 
changes to improve their situation. 

Neighbourhood assemblies 

Even before the events of December in 
some neighbourhoods of Buenos Aires lo- 
cal people had begun to meet on street 
corners to share their unease about the 
deteriorating economic and institutional 
situation and to discuss effective for ms of 
protest. After the December protests these 
neighbourhood assembl ies quickly multi- 
plied and by February alone there was 
over 50 such assemblies meeting in dif- 
ferent neighbourhoods throughout Bue- 
nos Aires (2). An inter-neighbourhood as- 
sembly was soon created to co-ordinate 
the proposals and report back on the work 
of the local assemblies. This mass inter- 
neighbourhood assembly meets once a 
week and has an average of 3000 local co- 
ordinators from all the city's neighbour- 
hoods participating in it. The local assem- 
blies, which are autonomous, rotate the 
task of co-ordinating and organising the 
inter-neighbourhood ones. 

The local assemblies are organised non- 
h i erarch i cal I y and are open to al most eve- 
ryone. People get a chance to discuss the 
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and political system are also discussed at 
the assembl ies and proposals such as 'The 
people must govern through its assem- 
bl ies" are brought back to the i nter-neigh- 
bourhood assembly. Through these grass- 
roots assembl ies the idea of di red democ- 
racy, of mass direct intervention in pub- 
lic decision-making, has gained legitimacy 
amongst wide sectors of the population. 

Occupied Factories 

H owever the most di rect chal I enge to capi - 
talism is the occupation of factories by 
workers. On the 1 st of October last year, 
the workers of the Zanon ceramics factory 
in Neuquen, one of Latin America's larg- 
est ceramics producers, occupied their 
factory and have kept it running ever 
si nee. The bosses had stopped production, 
cl aiming the factory was nolonger profit- 
able and that they could no longer pay 
the workers. In similar circumstances in 
Buenos Aires, the female workers of the 
Brukman textile factory occupied their 
workplace and have been running their 
plant successfully for the last 10 months. 

Thetextile workers managed toget rid of 
al I wage arrears and to get the same pay 
they used to get under the bosses. Like- 
wise the workers in Zanon have managed 
to keep their pay at the same level as be- 
fore despite the fact that they sel I theti les 


at 60% of the previous price. They have 
even hired, with equal pay, unemployed 
people comi ng from the picketers (unem- 
ployed workers) movement in the region 
and are planning to set up a Technical 
School to train young people and create 
more jobs. 

The workers became acquainted with the 
whole production process, set up depart- 
ments for running production and mar- 
keting, and in Zanon organised a network 
of vendors who sell the tiles in the city. 
Both factories are operated on theprinci- 
pl e of grassroots democracy with deci si ons 
been made at general assembl ies of work- 
ers, and shop stewards and co-ordinators 
relying on grassroots' mandate. 

By October 1 st this year, the workers of 
the occupied factories, had already pub- 
lished five issues of their own paper 
" Nuestra Lucha" (Our Struggle/Fight) 
with the motto "An injury to one is 
an injury to all " and "take over and 
run production in every si ngl eel osed 
company". They have already con- 
vened two National meetings of oc- 
cu pi ed factor i es (see pi du re), the I ast 
of which saw the participation, 
among others, of a delegation elected 
from thej un'n Clinic from Cordoba 
province, which has been in opera- 
tion without the bosses since last 
J une 13. 40 neighbourhood assem- 
blies were also involved in this meeting 
and there is now an attempt to set up a 
co-ordinating body to build permanent 

1 i nks with the neighbourhood assembl ies. 
The workers of the occupied factories are 
also raising the need for a National Con- 
gress convened by the assemblies, the 
picketers and the occupied factories.(5) 

By restarting production in the occupied 
factories, the workers have shown up the 
parasitic nature of the ruling class and 
have set an exampletotheexploited class 
that there is an alternative way out. This 
shows, once again, that when we finally 
overthow the market economy of capital- 
ism we will have little difficulty in taking 
control of our workplaces and our lives. 

Dei rdre Hogan 

(1) Some reflexions on the revolutionary days of Decem- 
ber, By Manolo Romano and Emilio Albamonte Oct 1,2002 

(2) Some comments on neighbourhood assemblies. By The 
Comrades of the J ose Ingenieros Popular 

Library, Buenos Aires, 22/02/2002 

(3) Que Se Vayan Todos: Argentina's Popular Rebellion, 
15th Feb. 2002 

(4) Que Se Vayan Todos: Argentina's Popular Rebellion (2), 

2 J uly. 2002 

(5) Some reflexions on the revolutionary days of Decem- 
ber, By Manolo Rompno and Emilio Albamonte Oct 1,2002 


Shannon 


Direct Action against the War - Activists on the runway! 


Mass direct action always grabs attention, energising those in- 
volved and provoking those who observe or hear of it to think 
about the reasons for it. On October 12th a big protest at Shan- 
non airport against the landing and refueling of American war 
planes finally provoked some media attention. Though there 
had been many protests at Shannon this was the biggest yet. 

Shannon Garda Station un- 
til the 10 were released. The 
protest made the news lo- 
cally and nationally. 



I nstead of pleadi ng with the 
government to not allow the 
US to use Shannon, people 
had acted directly to show 
therewould bea pricetopay 
and to i nspi re others to re- Protesters celebrate breaching the peri meter fence at Shannon 


Throughout the broad movement against 
the US war drive there had been a con- 
sistent demand that the Shannon facility 
to US warplanes be ended and that this 
should bea major target of the movement 
itself. The I rish Anti War M ovement even- 
tual ly responded to the pressure and or- 
ganised a march there. Hundreds at- 
tended with buses from Galway, Cork and 
Dublin and people travel ling from as far 
afield as Sligo and Derry. 

An attempt to have a mass democratic 
meeti ng at the start to di scuss tacti cs, as 
had happened at the previous protest, was 
prevented by Socialist Workers Party 
stewards instructing marchers onto the 
road. Bad feeling resulted but everyone 
marched on to the ai rport. A vai n attempt 
was madetoenter the terminal building 
by chargi ng theonly door the Security had 
left open, which was jammed with doz- 
ens of Gardai. After this calmed down a 
bi t we were i nto the speeches. A di e i n was 
held (where people lie down on theground 
i n si lence i n a scene remi niscent of those 
pictures of the by-product of war) a 
mi nute's si I ence and there was I ots of si 1 1 y 
arguments between theTDs, MEPs, etc. 
present and the senior Garda. 

I n the meantime a group of us interested 
in militant direct action of some sort met 
on the edge of the demo. H avi ng been pre- 
vented from putting our ideas before the 
rest of the demonstrators to create a cl ear 
bl ock for those i nterested i n di rect acti on 
we felt we had no choice but to act with 
those we could muster as we met them. 
An action was decided on. On the way out 
we would detach ourselves from the 
march and shake the wire fence guard- 
ing the airport hangars, runways and 
other buildings. Hopefully more people 
would join in and we would give a dra- 
matic finish to the days events which 
some felt were after becoming rather ster- 
ile. 

However, once the fence was shaken, it 
collapsed (this we knew was a possibility 
and would open up more possibilities). 
Loads of people rushed forward to join in 
and as one woman took the initiative and 
ran onto the grass suddenly people 
started streaming through. With hun- 
dreds now on the runway margin the 
gardai brought up horses, dogs, fire ten- 
ders (with hoses pointed at the sitting, 
si ngi ng protestors), garda vans and squad 
ca r s. 10 peopl e were arrested.There were 
road blockings and sit-downs to demand 
their release. Protesters gathered outside 


alisethat with numbers we 
could make it impossible for the govern- 
ment to continue this action. The means 
that will stop the US use of Shannon will 
be direct action. Direct Action is when 
people collectively act to achieve their 
objectives by their own hands, it does not 
consist of appealing to some higher au- 
thority. The first step in Shannon was to 
protest and gather information, the sec- 
ond step is to demonstrate the feasibility 
of mass action by showing the weakness 


of the facility when faced with big num- 
bers, the third is to succeed in mobilising 
enough like-minded people to simply 
physically stop US warplanes using the 
airport. Thousands of peaceful protesters 
simply surrounding US warplanes on the 
runways at Shannon would make it very 
clear just how hard it could become for 
them to use the airport, it would also send 
out a huge ral lyi ng cry to the worl d. 


J ames McBarron 

Stopping the war 


Polls show most people in I reland oppose 
the war, and refuelling at Shannon, yet 
the government continue to provide sup- 
port for the US and British wardrive.This 
is yet another demonstration of how 
mean i ngl ess pari i amentary democracy i s. 
Unless we are talking of marches of tens 
or hundreds of thousands we won't 
frighten the government into a change of 
policy. If the Iraq war is I ike other recent 
imperialist ones- where the actual fight- 
ing happens over a period of weeks rather 
then years - then its unlikely we will see 
tens of thousands mobi I i sed. There i s one 
way we can stop the war - this is mass 
direct action. 

While a march of 5,000 or even 10,000 in 
Dublin won't effect government policy, 
similar numbers tearing down the fence 
in Shannon and taking over the entire 
airport would. With those sort of numbers 
we could physically stop Shannon being 
used and physically dismantle any war 
pi anes we caught on the grou nd. The gov- 
ernment would then have to choose be- 
tween mi I i tari si ng the ai rport and arrest- 
i ng hundreds or aski ng the U S to take its 
war planes elsewhere. 

This would have an important direct im- 
pact on the war as it's clear that consid- 
erable war supplies and troops are mov- 
ing through Shannon. But in Europe it 


would also have a massive political im- 
pact in encouraging the use of the same 
methods elsewhere. If even half the 
300,000 who marched in London started 
closing down British war bases then Brit- 
ain would effectively be taken out of the 
war. 

But it's also not a question of counter pos- 
ing direct action to mobi Using the largest 
numbers we can. I nstead we need to look 
at how the two can help each other - the 
media attention received after the last 
Shannon direct action will hopefully en- 
courage people to go on the Dublin dem- 
onstrations. Hopefully the Dublin demon- 
strations will be used to encourage as 
many people as possible to head to Shan- 
non to help shut down the airport. 

Of course the tactics used also have more 
general implications for the future. We 
want to see peopl e take power i nto thei r 
own hands rather then relying on a few 
good men in the Dai I . A victory on refuel- 
ling as a result of a Dai I vote would bea 
step forward but would have a limited 
long term impact. A victory on the basis 
of thousands of people stopping the use 
of Shannon themselves would transform 
politics in I reland. 

J oeBlack 


Review: Anarchism and Anarchist Communism 


by Peter Kropotkin (Freedom Press) 

Anarchism and Anarchist Communism were 
first published separately in 1910 and 1887 
respectively, the first in E ncyclopaedia 
Britannica and the latter as a pair of arti- 
cles in the paper The Nindieenth Century. 
They have since been republished numer- 
ous times; they are certainly classic texts 
on the philosophy and structure of anar- 
chism. 

The opening pages of Anarchism dispel the 
myths of society without government being 
chaos - "harmony in such a society [is] ob- 
tained not by submission to law , or by obe- 
dience to any authority; but by free agree 
ments concluded between the various groups , 
territorial and professional, freely consti- 
tuted for satisfaction of the infinite variety 
of needs and aspirations of a civilised be 
ing." That organisation of society in such a 
way is obviously more fair and equitable 
than the current system of land and wealth 
monopolisation by the capitalists, and the 
tyranny of the main support of that system, 
i.e., the State. Such and idea is not a Uto- 
pia, contends Kropotkin - no, indeed it is 
derived from the analysis of tendencies al- 
ready beginning to emerge, such as the 
growth of 'free initiative' and independence 
in all spheres of human action. 

With regard to the actuality of the idea of 
Anarchism, Kropotkin warns against the in- 
fusion of even more power i nto the state i n 
time of change, as would be the case with a 
turning to 'state socialism'. I n times of ac- 
celerated development, i.e. revolutionary 
ti mes, we must take advantage - "not for in- 
creasing and widening the powers of the 
State, but for reducing them, through theor- 
ganisation in every township or commune of 


Refueling Peace is one of the many anti- 
war groups that has sprung up over the 
last year. They have defined themselves 
around a very specific purpose, to "moni- 
tor and stop US military flights refuelling 
in Ireland". The information gathering 
aspect of this is proving essential in mov- 
ing the Shannon refuelling issue to the 
centre of the I rish anti-war movements. 

The web site starts with an "invitation to 
anyone who would like to join a direct ac- 
tion campaign to end I reland's participa- 
tion in Bush'ssecalled "war on terrorism". 
It includes an oddly appropriate quote 
fromthearch reactionary Edmund Burke 
that "N obody madea greater mi stakethan 
s/ he who did nothing because s/ he could 
only do a little. " 

This sets the general tone, for as well as 
providing a lot of useful information on 
the warplanes using Shannon, it provides 
a 'Rough guide to spotting military use of 
Shannon ai rport'. Thi s is i ntended to hel p 


local groups of producers and consumers, as 
also the regional, and eventually the inter- 
national, federations of these groups. " 

Half of Anarchism is devoted to sketching 
an outline of the progression of anarchist 
thought, from the earliest in the shape of 
Zeno (Greek, 270 BC) through the early 
Christians and as far as those toward his 
own time such as Proudhon, Stirner and 
Bakunin. Some of this includes critique, es- 
pecially of the extreme individualism of 
those such as Stirner. 

Anarchist Communism is a far moredetailed 
examination of the inadequacies and in- 
equal ities of capital ism versus the i nfi nitely 
preferable and fair system of anarchism. It 
is divided into two parts, the first being criti- 
cal in format and concluding that, T he 
means of production and of satisfaction of 
all needs of society, having been created by 
the common efforts of all, must beat the dis- 
posal of all." 

The second part forms a call for the end of 
the wage system, to free communism, that 
is of the anti-authoritarian variety. 
Kropotkin devotes much time to giving ex- 
amples of how much free association had al- 
ready come i nto bei ng, without i nterference 
from government and therefore a free com- 
munism is certainly a natural and likely pro- 
gression for society. F urther to these he gives 
a basic account of how anarchist self-gov- 
ernance occurs, through means of delegates 
as opposed to representatives and rulers. 

This is one of the most excellent introduc- 
tionstoAnarchism, putting paid to the usual 
objections to the system, synonymous as it 
has become, wrongly, with disorganisation 
and chaos. 


anyone take part in the monitoring activ- 
ity at Shannon and helps you spot the 
apparently civilian planes chartered to 
transport troops as well as identify the 
more obvious military ones. Given the 
persistent rumours that warplanes are 
also landing at Knock airport this guide 
would be useful to anyone in the Mayo 
area ableto put in a few hours observing 
Knock. 

Many of the reports listed are the page 
are actually on Irish Indymedia which is 
useful as it means you can read the com- 
ments other people have made on them. 
On the downside, at the time of review- 
i ng, the si te was mi ssi ng I i n ks to t he vari - 
ous anti-war movements in Ireland. It 
could also do with some sort of chrono- 
logical list of military planes spotted at 
Shannon. But these quibbles aside this 
site is a 'must visit' for anyone opposing 
the war in Ireland. 

Andrew Flood 


Libertarians 
Against Nice: 

Requiem for a 
Dream 

Twas a cold day in September when 
a motley crew assembled in Dublin's 
Teachers' Club - their mission to es- 
tablish an Anarchist campaign 
against Nice. The founding meeting 
drew approximately 40 people from 
all over the Island. Fierce competi- 
tion took place for the various co- 
ordinator positions - not. Many a 
name - some deranged, some just 
downright silly - were tossed about 
until the ghost of J ohn McGuffin ap- 
peared & at gunpoint forced us to 
choose Libertarians Against Nice 

Even this name haunted us; ''journalists" 
in the News of World mistook it for Liber- 
tines against Nice. Sit down comedians 
referred to Librarians against Nice. But 
despite this asperity we forged ahead. 

Action guaranteed, yes indeed; LAN 
fought the campaign on many fronts. 
From Limerick to Louth, K insale to Kil- 
dare, Dundalk to Donegal the battle 
raged. Even in Dublin we put up a fight. 
Some dodgy moments one dark night in 
the Liberties I got lost and feared my co- 
canvasser would eat me (heclosely resem- 
bled Chewbacca). 

50,000 (count 'em) leaflets were distrib- 
uted, hundreds of posters of various types 
went up. There was also the student LAN 
leaflet which took our fight to the ivory 
towers of academia. Thirteen press re- 
leases issued but didn't get the coverage 
they deserved. 

The N o message the medi a I i ked to cover 
was that of J ustin Barret; when Dustin's 
attendance at a Neo-Nazi Rally was re- 
vealed they tried to tar all the No cam- 
paigns with the fascist links smear. Like 
the other No groups we were up against 
the vested media interests. 

We picketed the IBEC pro-Nice confer- 
ence, pointing out their anti -worker atti- 
tudes and opposition to any increase in 
the minimum wage. This at least got us 
TV coverage, not from those with the pub- 
lic service remit though. We had to rely 
on the freebooters of TV 3. 

So, we lost. Could we have won? I don't 
know, the forces ranged against us were 
so great: all the establishment parties, 
IBEC, ICTU, various Churches, the Me- 
dia, the Dustin Trojan Horse. But ours 
was a fight different from the other cam- 
paigns. 


Review: Refueling Peace 

http://refuelingpeace.org 


There was no National Committee, no 
Chairperson, as secretary I circulated in- 
formation, not orders. The Media Co- 
ordinator issued Press Releases & ar- 
ranged i nterviews rather than bui Idi ng up 
his own profile. 

Regional Co-ordinators carried out their 
work without the need of a Puppet-mas- 
ter in Dublin. 

That's the way to do it! 

PatC 



Events & 
Contacts 



Anti-war demonstrations 


December 7 th - Anti-war march in Dublin called 
by ‘Irish Anti War Movement’. Assembles 14.00 
Central Bank 

December 8 th - Direct Action Anti-war demon- 
stration at Shannon Airport called by Belfast 
Grassroots Gathering. Assemble at the main 
gates of Shannon Airport at 14.00. As we go to 
press coach hire is being worked out, contact 
us for more information. 

Contact the WSM 

Workers Solidarity Movement, PO Box 1528, 

Dublin 8 or E-mail wsm_ireland@yahoo.com, 

cork_wsm@yahoo.com 

Phone/S MS 087-7939931 

On the web - http://struggle.ws/wsm 


Subscribe: 


Send 10 Euro to WSM, PO Box 1528, 
Dublin 8 and we will send you the next 9 
Workers Solidaritys and the next 2 issues of 
our magazine Red & Black Revolution 

International rates (for 6 WS + 1 
R&BR), Britain 5 STR, Europe 7 Euros 
or equiv, rest of world 10 USD. Send 
cash or cheques made out to WSM to 
WSM, PO Box 1528, Dublin 8, Ireland. 



One of the issues raised by the recently published Flood report is the level of 
influence the wealthy have in a representative democracy. The word 'de- 
mocracy' is now such a holy word that any organization which can convince 
people of its democratic credentials is perceived as legitimate. 


J ust about every state in the world claims 
to be a democracy i rrespecti ve of actual fact; 
cast your mind back to the old German 
Democratic Republic. So it is with the Irish 
State. I ts democratic credentials stem from 
its five yearly elections for parliament. How- 
ever, there's nary a hi nt of democracy i n the 
workplace, in the community, or in the se- 
curity apparatus, to name three of the more 
glaring omissions. 

As anarchists we propose that it would be 
better to live in a society organised on a di- 
rectly democratic basis. Briefly, this where 
all decisions are taken by those who are af- 
fected by them (e.g. by the workers of each 
workplace), and if it is necessary to delegate 
then the delegates must follow their man- 
date and be replaceable by a vote. 

One of the difficulties we have in persuad- 
ing people of the advantages of direct de- 
mocracy, even i nteresti ng them i n the i ssue, 
is their commitment to the view that the 
I rish State is in fact a proper democracy. If 
we al ready I i ve i n a democrati c soci ety then 
there's little point in struggling to establish 
a ...ehh... democratic society. Their cup is 
already full. Thinking about the Flood Re- 
port is one way to knock the cup over. 

I n it are detailed the corrupt payments that 
one Ray Burke, former Fianna Fail minis- 
ter and sometime planning consultant, re- 
ceived from assorted I rish businessmen. I n 
return he used his public offices to further 
the interest of his paymasters. This is 
unsurprising, wealthy capitalists don't part 
with large sums of money for nothing. 

Where the corruption is harder to detect is 
in the legal contributions made to political 
parties. They're not giving money for noth- 
ing now either, but as specific favours are 
not overtly sought it can appear as if the 
donation is an unconditional one. 

Rather than exchange money for expl i ci t fa- 
vours which, after all, is too blatant even 
for this docile population, business and poli- 
ticians haveevolved an altogether safer sys- 
tem. Business' payback comes in the main- 
tenance of a social order which is favour- 
abletoprivateenterprise. Nopolitical party 
i n recei pt of thousands of pounds from Denis 


O'Brien, Michael Smurfit et al is going to 
increase corporation tax to 70%. The beauty 
of this system is that it's entirely legal, in- 
deed applauded, when in fact it amounts to 
legalised bribery. 

The Flood Report will, by itself, change not h- 
i ng, except, perhaps, to i nduce more caution 
to the thicker element of the ruling class, 
but it does provide one useful service:* it 
makes it clear that the weal thy have a domi- 
nant influence in affairs of state. 

Anarchists claim that this must always be 
so. A State i s a product of a cl ass soci ety, i .e. 
one where there i s a ru I i ng cl ass and a wor k- 
ing class. A state structure at its core con- 
sists of a hierarchical line of command, en- 
compassing at a minimum a civil service, 
police, judiciary, and which seeks to direct 
and regulate the behaviour of the rest of 
society. I n every society where a State ex- 
ists there is a dominant class which uses 
the State apparatus to preserve its privi- 
leged position. The State through its laws 
legitimises the exploitation of working peo- 
ple (e.g. restricting strikes, permitting 
profiteeri ng) and through its security appa- 
ratus resists attempts to alter it fundamen- 
tally (e.g. injuncting pickets, arresting strik- 
ers). 

The poi nt anarchi sts derive i s that the more 
even the distribution of wealth then the 
healthier the democracy. It follows that the 
abolition of wealth differences is a require- 
ment for a complete democracy. The ration- 
ale is that whi I e different classes exist - the 
bosses and workers - these cl asses wi 1 1 have 
divergent interests; the rich to maintain 
their wealth and power and the rest who 
want to get some of that riches. Without the 
incentive to maximise profit and hence put 
one over on others we can combine to take 
decisions in a disinterested and unselfish 
fashion. The anarchist goal istoabolish the 
division of society into classes. Sharing the 
wealth of society equally is central to to- 
wards achieving this. 

J ames O'Brian 

* Apart from keeping the lawyers above the breadline; 
the minimum a barrister at the Flood Tribunal earns is 
1500 euro per day. 


News from the WSM via the internet 

Our email list Ainriail distributes regular news updates and 

notices of events to subscribers. There are 4 - 8 emails a 

week. To join the list just visit 

http://struggle.ws/mailman/listinfo/ainriail 

Our web page www.struggle.ws/wsm includes a huge archive 

of articles about the history of anarchism and Irish struggles. 






Clerical rapists and the Irish state 


Raping children is not a serious crime. Well, that seems to be the attitude of the 
Irish state. With thousands of cases of reported child abuse by clerics, and an 
admission by the Catholic Church all the way up to Cardinal Connell, that they 
refused to report abusers to the gardaf, there has been remarkably little action 
taken against them. 


There have been no raids on the Archbishop's palace in search 
of the withheld complaints against priests. There have been no 
arrests of priests and bishops who have publ icly admitted hel p- 
ing accused clerics to avoid prosecution. Given all that we now 
know about theorganised cover-up of what happened in Catholic 
institutions, churches and hospitals it is fair to say that if any 
other organised group were guilty of the same offences there 
would be charges brought of "conspiracy to pervert thecourseof 
justice". 

The only excuse put forward by the bishops is that they "did 
not understand" the seriousness of raping children! These are 
the same guys who, with great certainty, condemned multi-de- 
nominational education in the 1970s, who opposed the legali- 
sation of contraception and divorce, who call abortion "mur- 
der". But when it came to destroying the childhood of young 
children we are expected to believe that they didn't realise it 
was a particularly bad thing! Bollocks. 

Of course the state can hardly claim to be neutral. The major- 
ity of hospitals and the vast majority of schools are owned by 
the Catholic Church. Yet the state (with our tax money) pays 
the wages and pays 85% of the building costs. The Church au- 
thorities are then given the power to hire and fire nurses and 
teachers we pay for. 


The government even gives 
the main churches money to 
promote their religion. BacklMju 
i n 1998 (M arch 25 th ) the Su- ^ c= 
premeCourt dismissed an ap- 
plication by the Campaign to Sepa- 
rateChurch and State to prevent the 
Minister for Education paying chap- 
lains in community schools. So, we 
havethe absurd situation where peo- 
ple of mi nor ity rel i gi ons and of no re- 
ligion at all see their tax money used to pay priests. It's just a 
little reminiscent of the tithing system of Penal Law days 
whereby Catholics and Presbyterians were forced to pay 10% 
of their income to the Anglican clergy. 

Churches should havethe right to worship their gods as they see 
fit, to organise their own affairs as they see fit. They should have 
the same rights as any other voluntary group but with no special 
privileges. Anarchists are not out to stop anyone practicing their 
religion, but we are determined to end the 'special position 1 of the 
churches (supposedly abolished in the 1972 referendum). Anarchists 
will conti nueto defend the weak and vulnerable, and will continue 
campaigning to break the power of the bishops. 

J oeKing 



SIPTU election changes nothing 

The counting is over, SIPTU has a new General Secretary. J oe 
O'Flynn (the current regional secretary for the south west) has been 
voted into the post. Yet another bureaucrat - more of the same. 

O'Flynn defeated Noel Dowling (the same Noel Dowling who de- 
scribed himself as a "socialist" but supported management during 
the recent pi lots' strike at Dublin Airport) by just over five thousand 
votes. O'Flynn got 57,592 votes compared to Dowling's 52,293. 

Radical left wing candidate and factory worker Des Derwin got 7,512 
votes. Unlike the other two candidates, Des had sod all access to 
themedia. Flehad totakehis annual holidays in order to campaign 
and had to finance his leaflets through a credit union loan. 

Des had stood i n the election to raise the issues of increasing democ- 
racy in the union, opposing 'social partnership' deals with the state 
and employers, and supporting workers who want to take on their 
bosses. Des also sought to emphasise that the general secretary is 
supposed to implement the decisions of the union conference rather 
than independently make new polices (at least that's the theory!). 

As he said 'This is not about getting Des Derwin elected. 1 1 is about 
the best showing for a different, a changed and forceful, SIPTU, with 
far greater member input. I am standing on a platform of change, 
ra/italisation and the return of our Union to independence, fighting- 
form and control from below by the general membership". 

T he bi g I esson from th i s contest i s how weak the opposi ti on i n SI PTU 
is. 6.7% is not a good vote! There is no opposition network, simply 
a number of individuals who are fairly isolated from each other. 

The one good thing we can take from all this is that those 7,512 
votes came as a result of hard work by Des and no more than about 
a dozen others. 

We know a fair few 'dissidents' in our union - but the work of bring- 
i ng them together to change the structures and pol i ci es i s sti 1 1 ahead 
of us. 

Alan MacSimoin (S\ PTU member) 


Grassroots Gathering Mark III - 
Another Great Success 

The weekend of the 2© :h -27 th of October saw over 120 
anarchists and other libertarian activists converge on 
Belfast in a place called Giro's, which is a spacious so- 
cial centre that is home to the Belfast Youth and Com- 
munity Group (BYCG). The centre proved to be the per- 
fect surroundings for the gathering, with its cafe, of- 
fice space, library and hall making it entirely condu- 
cive to political and social interaction, i.e. eating to- 
gether, getting drunk and shouting about politics. 

But aside from that, many concrete plans and ideas emerged 
from the many workshops duri ng the two days, i ncl udi ng the 
formation of a grassroots network against the war, based on 
regi onal structu res, the possi bl e stagi ng of Reel ai m The Streets 
Belfast, and the suggestion to hold the next People's Global 
Action conference in Ireland. In fact the only problem that 
seemed to occur was that of two or more interesting work- 
shops coinciding and the sheer lack of time to attend every- 
thing. 

A special word of thanks has to go out to the Belfast crew for 
all their hard work and the organisation of this, the third 
Grassroots Gatheri ng. 1 1 was a roari ng success thanks to thei r 
hospitality and meticulous attention to detail! 

The next Grassroots Gatheri ng wi 1 1 take pi ace i n L i merick on 
Patrick's Day weekend in 2003. In the meantime, stay tuned 
for details on local actions and come to Shannon Warport to 
protest on the 8 th of December! 

Cliona 

For more information on the Grassroots Gathering, log onto 
http://grassrootsgathering.freeservers.com/ 


